4i6             CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
And seized on Wednesday by that plot                              Aug. 5
To take the king which they had hatched,
Had God not stopped and overmatched                             * 1,350
Them. It was matins that night when
Took horse the soldiers Saracen j
They ranged their forces in array
And laced their visors down, and they
Rode forth by moonlight. Then God chose
This as the moment to disclose
The goodness that doth swell His glory,
And it should be retold in story
When He performs His gracious works.
Down through the level land the Turks                             11,360
Rode close ranked on their enterprise.
The Lord God made a quarrel rise
Among them, with most bitter words
Between the mamelukes and Kurds,
About whose duty it was then
To dismount and to stop our men
From going back into the fort
And finding safety and support.
Each one said: "You dismount, you must."
"Nay, you!" "Nay, you!" "Nay, you, 'tis just                   11,370
That we should have the right to ride."
And so they quarreled and defied
Each other, and the strife among
Them as they rode lasted so long
That they saw morning rise serene
Just as the Lord God had foreseen.
And still the king slept in his tent.
THE   CAMP  IS  WARNED
Hear now the splendid incident
Of one from Genoa. This man
Arose just at the break of dawn                                         n,38o
And went out in the berruie;
As he prepared to turn back he